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Clinical signs and symptoms of DVT (minimum of leg swelling and pain with 
palpation of the deep veins)

An alternative diagnosis is less likely than PE
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Heart rate is greater than 100
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1) History  and physical exam
2) Chest X-ray and arterial blood gas
3) PE Risk factor assessment
4) Clinical Probability Rating
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*Clinician is able to deviate from pathways if additional 
information alters clinical suspicion or misdiagnoses would 
have severe consequences.
* Replace Spiral CT angiography with V/Q scan if patients 
cannot receive contrast dye.

YES NO

Stop work-up
No Treatment

Treatment Stop work-up
No Treatment

Positive: 
segmental or 

smaller 
arteries

LE Duplex

PositiveNegative

Treatment

Treatment

YES NO

Spiral CT

PositiveNegative

TreatmentLE Duplex

Positive Negative

Positive

Treatment

Negative

Follow-up 
closely No 
Treatment

NO

VTE DIAGNOSTIC WORKUP OF PATIENTS PRESENTING WITH SIGNS AND 
SYMPTOMS OF PE
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